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Special Mobile Equipment

Definition

• Is driven
• A motor vehicle with permanently mounted equipment 

not designed or used primarily for the transportation of 
persons or property. 

• Includes, but is not limited to, road construction or 
maintenance machinery, or similar types of equipment. 

Class Code:  TR



Special Mobile Equipment

Special Mobile Equipment or Commercial?

• Special Mobile Equipment is not designed

to carry a load.
• Example: a Grader is designed to move material.

• Commercial vehicles are designed to be able to take a 
load.
• Example: a Dump Truck which hauls

gravel to a site.  

Class Code:  TR



Special Mobile Equipment

Registration Guidelines

Class Code:  TR

Excise tax Due

Title 
Exempt

Staggered 
registration

Class A

✓ Makes more frequent use of roadways
✓ Registered for actual weight of vehicle
✓ Well Drillers & Self-Propelled

Air Compressors must be 
registered as Class A

Class B



Special Mobile Equipment

Registration Guidelines

Class Code:  TR

Excise tax Due

Title 
Exempt

Staggered 
registration

Class A

✓ Makes less frequent use 
of roadways

✓ Registered for $20/yr.
✓ Needs to obtain a permit if vehicle

weighs more than 20,000 lbs.

Class B



Special Mobile Equipment

Registration Guidelines

Class Code:  TR

Excise tax Due

Title 
Exempt

Staggered 
registration

Class A

✓ SNOWPLOW USE ONLY
✓ Valid from first snowfall until

last snowfall of season.
✓ MUST PASS FULL INSPECTION

Class B



Special Equipment

Definition

• Is towed.
• Not designed or used to convey property other than 

hand tools or parts used in connection with the 
operation of that equipment.

• Includes, but is not limited to, air compressors, 
conveyors, cement mixers, wood splitting or sawing 
machines, sprayers, compactors, pumps, drills and brush 
chippers. 

Class Code:  SE



Special Equipment

Special Equipment or Trailer?

• Special Equipment is not designed

to carry a load.
• Example: a Splitter is designed to split logs, not 

carry them down the road.

• Trailers are designed to be able to take a load.
• Example: a Boom Trailer places objects

on the trailer to be towed.

Class Code:  SE



Special Equipment

Registration Guidelines

Non-Excisable

Title 
Exempt

Mandatory 
February 
Expiration

✓ Net Weight determines fee
✓ Optional 2-year registration
✓ Proof of insurance not required

Class Code:  SE



Common Examples

• A street sweeper designed to pick 
up or sweep dirt and has a water 
tank is registered as Class A.

Special Mobile Equipment

Class Code:  TR

• A street sweeper without a water 
tank is designed to push dirt and 
registered as Class B.

• A food concession trailer is 
registered as Special 
Equipment

Special Equipment

Class Code:  SE



Special Mobile Equipment

✓ Frequent Use of Highway
✓ Fee based on Registered Weight

CLASS A

✓ Infrequent Use of Highway
✓ $20/yr.
✓ “Not Valid over 10 tons without Over Limit Permit from BMV”

CLASS B

Excise Due * Title Exempt *
Tires/Axles Required * Consult Style Code List

Review

Class Code:  TR



Special Equipment

✓Optional Two-Year Registration
✓ Fee based on Net Weight

Non-Excisable * Title Exempt * Tires/Axles Required 
Mandatory February Expiration * Consult Style Code List

Review

Class Code:  SE
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